Abstract 

Remote sensing is, and will only become more critical for solving many environmental and socio-economic problems across Kentucky. This roundtable session will consider ways to coordinate efforts and resources among universities to facilitate the licensing of ERDAS remote sensing software for academic institutions in Kentucky. Similar to the benefits provided by the statewide ESRI (GIS) software license, the acquisition of an ERDAS licensing agreement would greatly enhance the Commonwealth’s geospatial workforce and problem-solving capabilities. Multiple options will be presented and discussed including a license agreement with unlimited seats for ERDAS Imagine, Photogrammetry, and ArcGIS extensions for public post-secondary educational/research universities in the state. Another, more comprehensive, agreement will be considered that also allows additional limited access to TITAN and the Image Web Server and would incorporate both public and private post-secondary academic institutions including community and technical colleges. Developing and implementing an extensive statewide academic software agreement will require a coordinated effort among faculty/staff and support from the administration at each academic institution in Kentucky. We hope that this roundtable discussion will facilitate the development of an inter-institutional proposal to the Council on Postsecondary Education and the Division of Geographic Information to support implementation of a statewide academic ERDAS software license. 

